
CelehratVn^tfie Lives of 

PauLdr Mary pelton/ 

They are rememherecCfor their Cove and kindness. 
Their greatest _passion was for ^od and even near the 

end of their Cives their hunger to know J-Cim in a 
greater way had not diminished 



Paul & Mary met in 1951 while Paul was a student at Nashotah House 
Theological Seminary working towards becoming an Episcopal priest 
and Mary was working as a personal secretary to Fred Pabst. They 
were set up on a blind date by a fellow seminarian and his wife and it 
was not love at first sight. Despite a rocky first impression, they were 
engaged within a few months. They married on June 7,1952 immedi
ately after Paul's graduation from seminary. Their lives were marked 
by their devotion and love for God and desire to serve Him. People 
were instantly drawn to their sweet spirit and their unwavering commit
ment to each other. Their love for one another spilled over onto eve
ryone they encountered. They had just celebrated their 64t̂^ wedding 
anniversary before our Heavenly Father took them home within days 
of each other. Their legacy consists of 5 children, 8 grandchildren and 
3 great grandchildren. 

Paul was born in Chicago Illinois on May 20,1924 to Henry and Lucy 
Felton. From an early age God had revealed His calling on Paul's life. 
When Paul was only 5 years old he was sent by his mother to deliver 
an Easter basket to his baby sitter. Upon delivery of the basket he 
told the sitter he could not marry her because he was going to be a 
priest. As a young adult at Ripon College anticipating being called up 
by the U.S. Navy during World War II, Paul felt a strong calling from 
God that changed his attitude about everything in his life. Not long af
ter that while on the flight deck of a ship during training, God made it 
known again his destiny to become a priest. 

Mary was born to Frank and Josephine Yerkish in Sheldon, Wisconsin 
on November 14, 1919. When Mary was about 5 years old, she and 
her mother would walk at night through the woods of Wisconsin to visit 
neighbors. Mary would love to tell her children the story of how she 
would look up at the moon knowing that God was looking down on 
her, always watching over her. When she was a teenager, Mary was 
invited by a friend to attend an Easter church service. Upon entering 
the church and seeing the cross she was overwhelmed with God's 
presence and fell to her knees instantly accepting Jesus into her life. 




